Model Motion: Recognition and Protection of the Sylheti Language, Syloti Nagri Script
and Sylheti Heritage

This City Council / Body / Organisation Notes:

1.

That the Sylheti language is spoken by around twenty million people across
Bangladesh, India and the global diaspora, including large communities in the United
Kingdom, the Middle East, Europe and North America.

That Sylheti has its own historic writing system, the Syloti Nagri script, which
developed centuries before modern Bengali and remains recognised internationally
through the Unicode Standard.

That both the Chartered Institute of Linguists (CIOL) and the National Register of
Public Service Interpreters (NRPSI) in the United Kingdom list Sylheti as a distinct
and independent language.

That Sylheti is widely used in daily communication but remains under-recognised due
to longstanding mislabelling, social stigma, language racism and institutional
discrimination.

That 21 February, International Mother Language Day, established by UNESCO, is a
global occasion dedicated to protecting linguistic diversity and promoting the right to
learn and use one’s mother tongue.

This Council / Body / Organisation Believes:

1.

That every person has the right to speak, learn, write and be identified in their own
language without fear, stigma or discrimination.

That language, heritage and accent are integral to equality, identity and inclusion,
and that denying recognition to any community language weakens cultural diversity.

That misidentifying Sylheti speakers as Bengali can have serious and dangerous
consequences, including misdiagnosis in healthcare, wrong medication,
misunderstanding in legal or court proceedings and errors in the delivery of public
and community services.

That the stigma and misunderstanding surrounding the Sylheti language and its
speakers have caused many people, especially younger generations, to lose
confidence in their own identity.

That it must be recognised as entirely valid and positive to speak Sylheti, to write in
the Syloti Nagri script and to identify proudly as Sylheti.

That recognising and supporting Sylheti is not about division but about truth, dignity
and cultural equality.

This Council / Body / Organisation Resolves:

1.

To recognise the Sylheti language, its historic script Syloti Nagri and the heritage of
the Sylheti people as a distinct and independent cultural identity.



2. To promote and protect Sylheti as part of linguistic and cultural diversity within its
jurisdiction, region or institution.

3. To ensure accurate language identification in public, educational and cultural
programmes so that Sylheti is not mislabelled or replaced by other languages.

4. To encourage bilingual and multilingual education that includes Sylheti where
relevant, recognising that bilingualism improves learning outcomes and strengthens
English or other national languages.

5. To campaign for awareness of linguistic and accent diversity, and to oppose all forms
of language, accent and cultural discrimination in all settings.

6. To promote, wherever possible, the separate classification of Sylheti for both ethnicity
and language in official statistics, surveys and data collection.

7. To mark 21 February, International Mother Language Day, each year as a reminder
of the universal right to language and cultural heritage.

Purpose of this Motion:

To affirm that Sylheti is a living, independent language with a historic script and identity
shared by millions of people worldwide. This motion calls on public authorities, cultural
institutions and educational bodies to take active steps to protect and promote the Sylheti
language, to end mislabelling and stigma, and to ensure that every Sylheti person, wherever
they live, feels it is respected and acceptable to speak in Sylheti, write in Syloti Nagri and
identify as Sylheti.
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